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itself in which responsibility for the making, altering and
keeping of all rules rests with the children as well as the
staff. In this way the every-day life of the community gives
training in active responsible citizenship. And as this is
accompanied by regular reading of the newspapers and dis-
cussion of the major events and personalities in the world
of to-day, the children can hardly fail to grow up with a
vivid sense of the oneness of the modern world and of their
own places as men and women living in it, with a respon-
sibility for the conservation of all that is great and good
in the traditions which they inherit and an equal respon-
sibility for abolishing the bad (no matter how sanctified by
age and tradition) and for evolving slowly but surely a
better, juster and more reasonable state of affairs.
-They learn too through their school assemblies and the
organization of their own miniature state, that in a demo-
cracy the way to get changes and improvements is not the
way of violence and intransigence, but the slow steady way
of patient thought, experiment, discussion ; the way of
eloquent, persuasive speech ; above all the way of non-
violent non-co-operation with wrong and active, unswerving
loyalty to right, beginning (where all reforms must begin if
they are to have any power and permanence) with the
individual himself. Self-government, for Gandhiji, was
always first of all the individual's government of his own
passions and desires and the formation of his own character.
Not once but continuously he warned his fellow-countrymen
thctt national liberty, the attainment of self-government for
the nation, would avail them little or nothing unless the
nation so liberated was made up of self-governing, con-
trolled individuals. And that is precisely what Nai Talim
is designed to produce, through the disciplined freedom of
the school community.
There is, moreover, yet another aspect of Nai 'Talim
which contributes to this. Until recent years and the
advent of such educational pioneers as Madame Montessori,
it was always taken for granted that some sort of incentive